If you liked the one sheet, then read on:

US Parks will be this season’s most unforgettable new program!  Which leads us back to the premise, what will it take to get people back out to the national parks that three short decades ago made unforgettable memories for countless families and adventurers?  Use the US Parks series as your travel guide with an online component that makes booking a trip to nature as easy as a click of the mouse. Our goal is to rejuvenate people’s interest and visitation by the 100-year anniversary of the national parks in 2016.  
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Episode 1:  Bryce Canyon, Utah
I can see for miles and miles.  Just like the song from the 60’s group “The Who”.  That’s what you’ll see at Bryce National Park in Utah.  Amazing panoramic views with 200-mile visibility!  See the unique spire outcroppings called “hoodoos”, just don’t sit on one.  Host Rob Thomas along with park ranger Rick Anderson will lead you through a fantastic hike through the park.  The trails here are like going through a maze and around every hoodoo is another breathtaking view.  Horseback riding is another favorite.  Host Gillian Tarkington will take you on a trip through the park and talk about Ebenezer Bryce and how he pioneered the park.  Then Rob & Gillian find out how these outcroppings were formed and what wildlife and birds reside here. 
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Episode 2:  Dry Tortugas National Park, Key West Florida

Just 70 miles west of Key West Florida are seven beautiful islands called Dry Tortugas.  Named by Ponce De Leon in 1513 when the Spanish explorer saw the vast amount of turtles there.  Host Gillian Tarkington will take you to snorkeling heaven!  Exotic fish and beautiful coral everywhere.  Then scope out Fort Jefferson with Rob & Gillian and learn the history of the fort and legends of sunken gold and how this was a home to some unruly pirates.  Then Rob goes Marlin fishing with local expert Ron Nelson and see how to catch the big one! 
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Episode 3:  Voyageurs National Park, Minnesota

This park was named from the French Canadian Canoe men called Voyageurs.  As part of the Great Lakes between Minnesota and Canada, this group of islands were formed from the bedrock of mighty Glaciers.  Not to be confused with the town of Bedrock in the Flintstones, there are modern houseboat excursions though out the lakes.  Host Rob Thomas will take some serious fishing lessons and show us his teeth marks from the mean spirited walli.
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Episode 4: Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, Hawaii

So you want to live to be 70?  How about 70 million years old as that’s how long Kilauea volcano has been around.  This is one of the most active volcanoes in the world.  Scientist have studied the evolution and birth of the Hawaiian Islands with data from these volcanoes.  Learn these facts and many more as host Gillian Tarkington gets to the bottom of this Lava adventure.  As a special treat, Rob stops by a UFC training camp at Hilo and says hi to world camp BJ Penn.  Then find out how the wildlife survives in such a hot atmosphere. 

[image: image5.jpg]



Episode 5: Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona

Deep in the heart of Arizona lies one of the most beautiful spectacles in the US., the Grand Canyon.  Take a wild ride down the river in the center of the canyon with Rob & Gillian on a white water raft!  You can do it too!  Then for an all age family experience, re-live a real live train robbery from the old west. An affordable fun time for your kids.  Then take a donkey ride down to the center of the canyon for an experience you’ll never forget. 
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Episode 6:  Yosemite National Park, California

Host Rob Thomas and a national park ranger take you up the back trail to Half Dome to see some fantastic views of the Sierra!  Then get a free lesson from expert climber Mark Donner and see the tricks of a challenging vertical climb up the face of Half Dome.  And returning from the hike, host Gillian Tarkington learns about the type of wildlife living around the park. Also find out how to keep those pesky bears out of your car.
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Episode 7: Virgin Islands National Park, Virgin Islands

Crystal Blue-Green waters is on board for this trip!  Host Gillian Tarkington takes you to the white sandy beaches of St Thomas to learn how to wind surf in this beautiful ocean.  Then join host Rob Thomas for a cool Safari tour through the tropical forest of St. John island.  Remember to bring some bananas for your ancestors, they really like Americans. Then Rob & Gillian will talk with some locals and find out what’s their favorite food and where you can eat like a native. 
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Episode 8: Carlsbad National Park, New Mexico

Come visit the deepest Limestone cave in America!  Rob & Gillian will give you a guided tour of these fantastic caves in New Mexico.  How did we find these caves?  Along with host Gillian Tarkington, learn how stalagmites and stalactites are formed and what the difference is.  Now say that three times.  Concluding the show is a budget with in reach for families traveling to Carlsbad Caverns.  Also places and adventures to see on the way to the park.
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Episode 9: Redwood National Park, California

Looking for Big Foot?   You just may find him among the tallest trees in the world at the Redwood National Park.  Host Gillian Tarkington asks, how old are these trees and how did they get here?  Take an exciting hike to Trillium Falls with Rob and see the majestic trees and prehistoric forest. Learn how to Kayak in the ocean on one of northern California’s beautiful lagoons near the park.  Find the Marbled Murrelet, one of the rarest sea birds that live in the Redwood trees with ornithologist Rob Hewitt. 
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Episode 10: Lassen Volcanic National Park, California

Host Rob Thomas takes Boy Scout troop-109 on a hike to the center of the Lassen Volcano.  The kids learn about volcanoes and the visual effects that we see above ground.  Host Gillian Tarkington meets with an expert seismologist and revels some important facts to consider when living next to a volcano.  So you like to sing?  Rob & Gillian take the troop to a cave in the park and joins them in singing a chorus of “She’ll be Coming Around The Mountain When She Comes”.   What a great sounding cave! 
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Episode 11: Death Valley National Park, California

It’s called the land of the extremes and one of the hottest spots in the US.  Take a Dune Buggy adventure with Rob Thomas and feel the freedom of the land.  Not to mention a little sand between the teeth.  Then find out how one would survive in such a deserted place.  Host Gillian Tarkington finds out what type of wildlife and reptiles you will run across.  Then for a nightcap, be a stargazer with Rob & Gillian and be amazed at the stunningly clear and expansive sky.  She might even tuck you in for the night! 
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Episode 12: Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming

Bring your camera!  One of the most breath taking views of mountain peaks anywhere.  Host Rob Thomas will take you fly-fishing with expert Bill Rice. Find the secret to this fascinating sport.  After you’ve caught your limit, take a bike ride with host Gillian Tarkington.  Remember to keep your eyes on the trail, a pretty tough task with all those beautiful mountain peaks around.  Then join Rob & Gillian for photography 101 with Bill Mayes and see how the pros get their awesome shots. 
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Episode 13: Gettysburg National Military Park, Pennsylvania

It’s ok to pretend.  Just imagine it’s 1863 and you’re in the middle of the American Civil War.  Are you with the Yankee’s or the Confederates?  Host Rob Thomas decides to be a confederate soldier, as part of a real life re-enactment.  The battle begins…let’s hope he survives so there’s another show.  Gillian talks with a Yank and learns about the workings of a civil war rifle and where they were made.  Then Rob & Gillian talk with an actual ancestor of a soldier that fought in the war. 
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